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First Class of ADN

NAME OUR
NEWSLETTER!

NETC is sponsoring
a contest to help
us name this
newsletter.
Suggestions must
be emailed to
info@netc.edu by
September 17.
Winner will
receive gift
certificates to
local businesses!

ENTER NOW TO WIN
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First Row (left to right): Sherry Leviner (Instructor), Komesha Taylor, Misty Hood, Brandy Rushing, Summer Owen, Brandi
Wallace, Nancy White (Instructor) and Teresa Wright (Instructor); Second Row (left to right): Tracey Boan, Jennifer O’Harra,
Laqueshia Jordan, Amy Holley, LaToni Bethea, Nicole Reid-McRae, Christine Ludlow; Third Row (left to right): James Gary
Day, Jennifer Rivers, Kimberly Bridges, Loretta Harpestad, Stephanie Bryant, Joni Rivers, and Jeffrey Jacobs.

On May 15, 2009, Northeastern
Technical College graduated 19 students
in its first ever Associate Degree of
Nursing (ADN) class. The pinning
ceremony, continuing a long industry
tradition, had nursing faculty confer
pins and symbolic lamps upon the newly
graduated nursing students.

Northeastern Technical College
President Ron Bartley characterized the
ceremony as a significant event for both
NETC and the students.

“This is a proud moment for this group
and the college,” said Bartley. “Not
everybody who begins this journey
makes it. You can always say, ‘We were
the first class.’”

In her response speech, class President
Loretta Harpestad, of Cheraw, reflected
on the last 21 months of instruction and
marveled at the accomplishments she
and her classmates achieved.

The pinning ceremony speaker was
Anita Crawford, Chief Nursing Officer at
Marlboro Park Hospital in Bennettsville.

Crawford played an integral role in
the creation of the ADN program
while employed at NETC as the
nursing program coordinator.

Two students were recognized with
special awards at the ceremony,
honoring achievement in the
classroom and with patients. Summer
Owen, of Chesterfield, was recipient
of the award for Outstanding Clinical
Performance and was praised by
instructors for her impeccable
bedside manner and excellence in
practical nursing.

The award for Registered Nursing
Academic Excellence was presented
to Harpestad, the student with the
highest academic average. Both
honors drew standing ovations from
more than 250 people in attendance
and cheers of support from
classmates.

Graduates must now prepare to take
the National Council Licensure
Examination for Registered Nurses
(NCLEX) in order to be full licensed
registered nurses (RN).
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Dr. Ron Bartley, President

President’s Message

NETC experienced some turbulent times
in 2008-2009. Even though the college
suffered severe budget reductions from
the state, a number of positive things
took place on our campus.

In May, NETC graduated more than 160
students that included the first class of
associate degree nursing students.
Nineteen students graduated from the
RN nursing program. Fourteen students
graduated from the LPN program in
December.

NETC has also substantially increased its
dual credit/dual enrollment program.
Over 100 high school students in the
three-county service region participated
in college courses in the spring
semester. A number of students are
taking advantage of an opportunity to
graduate from high school with enough
credits to enter college in advanced
standing. For example, Lynsee Caulder
will be doing just that at Coker College
because of credits earned at NETC while
enrolled at Cheraw High School.

NETC has increased the number of
online offerings that originate from the
college campus. In August, 24 classes

will be offered by way of the Internet
and will be taught by NETC faculty.
These courses will allow students to
participate in classes at any time and
from any place.

Many more good things will be
happening as the college enters another
academic year. We have plans to
expand the Dillon campus to increase
offerings in Dillon County. In the 2009-
2010 year, we should have additional
space for classes in Bennettsville when
the library project is completed.

Finally, we are holding a contest to help
us name our newsletter. We are
requesting that members of our
community consider aspects of both the
college and the communities that we
serve and recommend an appropriate
name for our publication. We are
searching for a name that is somewhat
unique and will readily identify the
newsletter in our region. Contact
information is provided on the front

page.

We welcome your participation in
activities and programs on our
campuses.

Kirby Supports NETC Foundation

Dr. John M. Kirby, Jr. (left),
Superintendent of the Dillon County
School District 3 in Latta, recently made
the final installment of a $30,000 gift to
the Northeastern Technical College
Foundation. The final payment,
delivered to Dr. Ron Bartley (right),
president of Northeastern Technical
College, was presented at the college's
satellite campus in Dillon.

"Someone helped me as | was pursuing
my education so I'm doing what | can to
help someone else,” said Kirby, who was
a teacher, coach and administrator in
the Mullins School District and a
principal at Latta High School before
becoming superintendent of the Dillon
County School District 3.

The Dr. John Kirby Scholarship at
Northeastern Technical College is
awarded to a Latta High School
graduate or an adult student from the
Latta community to assist in the pursuit
of a college degree. The award can be
used either to pay tuition or to help
defray the cost associated with
attending college.

"Dr. Kirby's gift is a testimony of his
dedication to our students and the
college,” said Bartley. "We are honored
to have him on our Foundation Board,
and we look forward to the positive
impact his commitment will continue to
have on the students selected for this
award.”



NETC News Page 3 of 4

2009 Graduation Ceremony

More than 160 graduates were
awarded degrees, certificates and
diplomas during NETC’s 2009
graduation ceremony held on May 30
in Cheraw. Senator Vincent Sheheen,
who recently announced his
candidacy for South Carolina’s
gubernatorial election in 2010,
congratulated the graduates for
choosing to improve their lives
through education and urged
everyone in the community to reject
the ease of a passive existence and
forge their own futures.

fit is up to you to choose a different
path to improve your own life and
make your own fate,” he said,
commending the graduates for taking
the necessary steps. “Because
you’ve chosen to make that decision,

Lynsee Caulder, a 2009 graduate of
Cheraw High School, is a high school
graduate who will enter college with
21 credits after taking courses at
NETC. Caulder, of Chesterfield, took
two classes per semester during her
junior and senior years and will start
Coker College during the Fall 2009 as
a second semester freshman.
Originally, she had considered
graduating from high school early but
with her mother’s encouragement,
she remained and chose to get a head
start on her college career.

“There is no question that this was
the right decision,” said Janet

Honors Night

On April 23, the college held its
annual Honors Recognition Program
to recognize students for their
outstanding academic achievement.
More than 100 students received
recognition for their performance as
students enrolled in the Arts &
Science, Computer Technology,
Technology, and Business Divisions
of the college. Students also

you’re on the cusp of making greater
decisions that will impact you and
those around you.”

Sheheen also spoke of South Carolina’s
need to reestablish itself in education
and industry, particularly through
initiatives and funding. In what he
characterized as a call to action,
Sheheen asked that all community
members work for investments in
education in order to realize the
tremendous potential of South
Carolina and its citizens.

Senator Vincent Sheheen
Graduation Speaker

“We have to each put our shoulder to
the plow to make this difference,” he
said. “By improving your own life, you
have the potential to improve the lives
of everyone in the state.”

Caulder, Lynsee’s mother and a high
school counselor at Cheraw High

School. “Enrolling at NETC gave her the
opportunity to interact with college
professors and get used to the
requirements of being a college
student.” Caulder explained that while
there was some financial savings related
to tuition cost at Coker College, the real
benefit came in her daughter’s
development.

“The entire experience helped her
mature to a new level of responsibility
and commitment needed to be college
prepared.”

Lynsee Caulder

received recognition for inclusion
on the President’s List, an accolade
reserved for those students earning
a 4.0 grade point average; induction
to Phi Theta Kappa, the national
honor society for community college
students; inclusion on the 2008-
2009 Who’s Who In American Junior
Colleges; service as officers and
senators in Student Government

Association (SGA); and nomination to
the All USA Academic Team. Phil
Goff, of the Pee Dee Regional
Council of Governments, was
awarded the Outstanding Contributor
to Technical Education, an annual
award presented by NETC SGA that
recognizes a local supporter of the
college.



Students participating in online courses.

Dates to Remember

August 13: Open Registration
Day for Fall Semester

August 17 - 18: Late
Registration for Fall Semester
August 17: Fall Classes Begin
September 7: Labor Day
Holiday

September 16: Fall Field Day
at 11:00am

NETC News Page 4 of 4

Retirements, New Faces, and Promotions at NETC

Mary K. Newton retired from NETC
after 33 years of service. Having
worked as part-time faculty member,
counselor, and Assistant Dean of
Students, her most recent position was
that of Dean of Students.

Ann Davis, who has been with NETC
since 1983, retired at the end of June.
She was an instructor for
developmental math and will return as
a part-time faculty member to
complete the summer term.

Darin Coleman was hired as the new

Support Services Coordinator of the
Predominantly Black Institution (PBI)
Grant; Angela Gainey joined NETC as

Teacher Assistant at the Community

Resource Center in Bennettsville; and
Frankie Ware is the newest faculty
member teaching in the Associate
Degree Nursing (ADN) program.

Atticus Simpson was promoted to

Director of Institutional Advancement,
Leron Peterkin was selected as Dean
of Students, and Heath Milligan was
named Dean of Instruction.

Employees Honored for Service to College

Several employees were recently
awarded State Service Pins and
Certificates for their employment
service at Northeastern Technical
College. Receiving recognition were
(in photo - standing left to right)
Herbert Watts, Chairman of the

Online Learning

NETC continues to expand its online
course offerings that are created and
taught by NETC faculty. Summer
online courses originated by NETC
increased to 17, and 24 online
courses developed by NETC faculty
will be offered for the fall semester.

Online offerings include general
education requirements, such as
English, history, political science and
psychology. In addition, criminal
justice, computer technology,
automated office, and accounting
classes are now available online to
assist with convenient completion of
degrees and certificates. For a listing
of online courses, visit our website at
www.netc.edu.

Area Commission; Cynthia Sellers for
19 years of service; Perry Johnson for
30 years of service; Sheryll Marshall
for 30 years of service; Dr. Ron
Bartley, NETC President, and Sharon
Thurman, Director of Human

Resources.

Dual Credit/Enrollment

Over 100 high school students took
classes with NETC in the spring
semester. NETC plans to reach more
students in the service area this fall
by placing distance learning
equipment in local high schools,
offering classes at satellite campuses,
and allowing qualified high school
teachers to teach classes as NETC
part-time faculty.

The College is planning to continue
dual credit/enrollment opportunities
with Dillon High School, Dillon
Christian School, Lakeview High
School, Marlboro County High School,
Cheraw High School and Central High
School in the fall.
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